
 

Exam iners’ Report  /  

Principal Exam iner Feedback 

 

Sum m er 2012 

 

 

 
I nternat ional GCSE French (4FR0)  

Paper 01 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including academ ic, vocat ional,  

occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. For further inform at ion visit  our 

qualificat ions websites at  www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC 

qualificat ions. 

Alternat ively, you can get  in touch with us using the details on our contact  us page at  

www.edexcel.com / contactus. 

 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  require the help 

of a subject  specialist , you can speak direct ly to the subject  team  at  Pearson.  

Their contact  details can be found on this link:  www.edexcel.com / teachingservices. 

 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert  service at  www.edexcel.com / ask. You will 

need an Edexcel usernam e and password to access this service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pear son :  h e lp in g  p eop le p r og r ess, ev er y w h er e 

Our aim  is to help everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We believe in 

every kind of learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in educat ion for over 150 years, and by working across 70 count r ies, in 

100 languages, we have built  an internat ional reputat ion for our com m itm ent  to high 

standards and raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  m ore 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com / uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sum m er 2012 

Publicat ions Code UG032197 

All the m ater ial in this publicat ion is copyright  

©  Pearson Educat ion Ltd 2012 

 

 



 

 Ex am in er  Rep or t  

 
 

Sect ion  A    
 

 

Qu est ion s 1 - 5        

 

A significant  m ajor ity of candidates achieved full m arks in quest ions 1-5. Som e 

item s offered a m arginally higher level of challenge.  Knowledge of key verbs 

was occasionally an issue.  

 

 

Qu est ion  6          

 

Many candidates scored well,  securing all available m arks across this quest ion.  

Candidates usually dem onst rated excellent  com prehension of m ost  aspects of 

physical descr ipt ion.  Nevertheless, som e st ronger candidates lost  a m ark or 

two, where key vocabulary relat ing to parts of the body had not  been m astered.  

 

 

Qu est ion  7          

 

I n quest ion 7( i) , m any candidates succeeded in establishing the appropriate link 

between ‘m aisons’ and ‘bât im ents’. Those who were less sure m ay have 

benefited from  the presence of ‘dét ruit ’ in both the recording and on the 

exam inat ion paper.  

The only other reference to ‘m aisons’ was in the exam ple, so this should not  

have caused any confusion.   

 

Candidates dealt  well with quest ion 7( ii) .   However, a few seem  to have been 

tem pted to associate ‘accidents’ with ‘avions’, as there m ay have been an 

understandably com m on link.  There was equally occasional confusion with the 

concept  of falling over during snowy condit ions. 

 

I n quest ion 7( iii) ,  the link between ‘aéroports’ and ‘avions’ often helped to point  

candidates in the appropriate direct ion.  Where confusion occurred, it  seem ed to 

follow very lit t le pat tern and would best  be associated with candidates’ difficulty 

in picking out  the term  ‘aéroports’ from  the recording. 

 

I n quest ion 7( iv) , candidates were able to establish the link between ‘anim al 

aim é’ and ‘chien’.  On occasions where the item  was not  grasped, this was 

alm ost  inevitably due to the candidate being unable to discern the 

pronunciat ion of ‘chien’ within the recording. 

 

I n quest ion 7(v) , candidates needed to perceive a link, such as ‘s’est  cassé une 

jam be’ and ‘blessée’, although there was at  least  one m ore clue in respect  of 

the correct  response.  A few candidates were tem pted by the reference to ‘pont  

cassé’.  

 



 

Most  candidates had been very well prepared in term s of listening for the global 

m eaning of a m essage, as opposed to ‘locking into’ a single word. 

 

 

Sect ion  B    
 

 

Qu est ion  8       

 

Overall,  quest ion 8 was at tem pted with at  least  a part ial degree of success, in a 

clear m ajor ity of cases.   

 

Associat ing Béni’s teacher with the writ ing of the piece proved to be within the 

grasp of m ost  candidates. A few seem ed to have been put  off by the possessive 

‘not re’ in the recording.  

 

Dist inguishing between the beginning and end of the school year proved m ore 

challenging, with som e candidates choosing to associate ‘t r im est re’ with ‘année 

scolaire’. 

 

‘Méchant  t igre’ and ‘anim al sauvage’ were successfully linked, in a num ber of 

instances.  Candidates who were tem pted to ext ract  the idea of ‘apprendre le 

texte’ often chose the dist racter as their response. 

 

Candidates needed to establish a contextual link between ‘am user’ and ‘drôle’, 

although som e st ruggled to contend with the high density of adject ives within 

that  elem ent  of the recording and on the actual exam inat ion paper. 

 

Candidates’ m astery of the core vocabulary helped them  to deal with synonym s, 

but  they equally needed to navigate a set  of plausible dist racters.  Evidence 

indicates that  teachers are t raining their  candidates well in this respect .   

 

 

Qu est ion  9  

 

This quest ion required a depth of linguist ic awareness, as candidates were 

expected to deal with m ore com plex vocabulary, negat ives, infinit ives, 

preposit ions and even a range of tenses.  Whereas not  all these elem ents of 

language were actually being tested, it  did require candidates to discr im inate 

between different  opt ions.   

 

Quest ion 9( i)  was successfully at tem pted where candidates were at  their  m ost  

percept ive. Quite a num ber of candidates seem ed to overlook the negat ive used 

to int roduce the quest ion. 

 

I n quest ion 9( ii) ,  even a num ber of less confident  candidates offered the correct  

response to this item . Whilst  m ost  candidates had a st rong com m and of the 

core vocabulary, it  would seem  that  som e were less secure in respect  of key 

preposit ions. 

 



 

Overall,  candidates succeeded in dealing with the relat ively unusual context  in 

which the quest ion was set .  I t  was equally clear that  candidates had diligent ly 

pract ised tasks relat ing to those which had appeared within previous series. 

 

 

Qu est ion  1 0  

 

Candidates are m ore and m ore able to deal with the challenge of dist racters.  

I ndeed, where there are two gram m at ically plausible responses available for a 

single item , candidates do need to base their  response on evidence from  the 

text  and should avoid the tem ptat ion of choosing a response for the sole reason 

that  it  m akes gram m at ical sense.  This skill is evident ly on the increase and 

candidates even seek to rule out  certain responses, in addit ion to seeking the 

correct  opt ion.  This is evidence of excellent  pract ice within cent res. 

 

I n quest ion 10(a) , candidates needed to be very m indful of the presence of 

‘étonnés’ and recognise that  it  referred to m em bers of the audience, rather than 

‘Béni’.   The appropriate link between ‘content ’ and ‘plaisir ’ was established by 

m any candidates. 

 

I n quest ion 10(b) , whereas som e candidates were tem pted by the reference to 

‘abandonné’, this dist racter was m uch less plausible.  Equally, the language of 

the final sentence of the recording was not  too com plex. 

 

 

Qu est ion s 1 1 - 1 2 :  Gen er a l  r em ar k s 

 

Candidates are becom ing m uch m ore skilled in the way they avoid the 

tem ptat ion of m erely lift ing segm ents of language from  the recording.  This 

ensures that  responses are m uch m ore evidence based and allows candidates to 

be m uch m ore precise and concise.  Although candidates are only awarded 

m arks for com prehension rather than language, m any responses displayed a 

beaut iful breadth of expression, with accuracy to m atch.  At  this level, m any 

candidates possessed an excellent  depth of vocabulary.  Equally, only a sm all 

percentage of candidates secured full m arks here.  All candidates should 

therefore feel em powered and encouraged to m ake som e at tem pt  to com plete 

this sect ion.  Most  responses were clear ly legible, but  a general rem inder of the 

need for clear handwrit ing is always advisable.   

 

 

Qu est ion  1 1    

 

I n quest ion 11(a) , the key requirem ent  was the reference to ‘fini’.  Many 

candidates dealt  appropriately with the quest ion, whereas m any others used the 

infinit ive ‘finir ’,  which could not  be rewarded. Many offered ‘term iné’, which was 

quite acceptable.  Candidates who had clearly not  grasped the response offered 

responses such as ‘payé’ which, although incorrect , proves that  teachers are 

prudent ly encouraging candidates to enter a response, which is at  least  

plausible. 

 

 



 

I n quest ion 11(b) , candidates needed to convey the idea of ‘une dem i-heure’.  

‘Trente m inutes’ was naturally accepted as an alternat ive.  A sm all num ber 

referred to ‘une heure t rente’, for which a m ark could not  be awarded.  I n a few 

instances, candidates seem ed to have understood the quest ion and then added 

an am biguous elem ent  to their  answer, thus vit iat ing the response. 

 

I n quest ion 11(c) , it  was pleasing to note that  a significant  num ber of 

candidates offered a correct  response of j ust  a single word. The not ion of 

‘inquiète’ was conveyed in a variety of ways.  Essent ially, the em ot ion 

expressed needed to be sufficient ly close to the correct  idea.  Therefore 

‘anxieuse/ m al à l’aise’ were deem ed acceptable, whereas ‘t r iste/ m alheureuse’ 

were not . Candidates should be careful not  to negate a correct  answer by 

adding addit ional incorrect  and/ or unnecessary inform at ion. However, harm less 

and u n ob t r u siv e ad d i t ion s  to correct  responses do not  affect  the awarding of 

m arks. 

 

I n 11(d) ,  a very br ief response was quite possible eg ‘m onter dans l’avion’ or 

even ‘part ir ’,  as were other responses such as ‘s’en aller ’ and ‘quit ter  les 

parents’.  Candidates som et im es offered m uch m ore elaborate responses.  I t  

was often prudent  for candidates to be as concise as possible.  

 

 

Qu est ion  1 2     

 

I n quest ion 12(a) , candidates needed to express the idea of ‘elle donne des 

conseils à Danielle’.  Som e om it ted the second part  of that  response.  Even in 

context , the candidate needed to specify to whom  the advice was actually 

given.  Many responses were not  specific in detail and could not  be rewarded.  

Som e candidates m isinterpreted the quest ion by concluding that  Danielle had 

given advice to her m other. 

 

 I n quest ion 12(b) , ‘elle em brasse ses parents’ was the m ost  popular correct  

response.  Awarding of the m ark depended upon the spelling offered.  Som e 

variat ions on ‘em brasse’ were accepted, but  ‘em brase’ could not  be rewarded, 

as it  conveyed a different  m eaning. Where candidates offered answers such as 

‘on brasse’, this was not  rewarded. 

 

I n quest ion 12(c) , the idea of ‘téléphoner à ses parents’ proved accessible for 

m any candidates.  A sm all m inority of candidates expressed a correct  answer in 

relat ively com plex French.  This would be m ost  appropriate in a response which 

could be rewarded for language, but  candidates are advised to be m indful of the 

unnecessary r isk of being over am bit ious. 

 

I n quest ion 12(d) , ‘ses jam bes t rem blent ’ was the m ost  popular correct  

response, but  there were other equally acceptable variat ions. The not ion of ‘elle 

a les m ains hum ides de sueur’ was naturally accepted as a correct  response. 

Less confident  candidates som et im es offered a single adject ive, such as 

‘hum ide’ which could not  be rewarded. 

 

 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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